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Behold you 


RULERS, * 
And hearken proud d- 
MEN 
And 
W OM E N, 
W ho have let in the ſpirit of the 
world into your hearts, whereby 


you are lifted up in the earth, 
hear whae Truth ſaith, 


Ys have gained Riches, and you ſegk worldly 


| Glory, an evill coverouſnefſe to your ſelves ; and 
4 | theſe Idols being ſer up in your hearts to be wore 
hipped, you rage and wonder why the children 
of light will not worſhip your Gods you have ſet up, and 
fall down 'before the glory of the World in yon, fo you 
are angry ; but why are you ſo blind to- think that ſuch , 
) who have denied to bow to the ſame ſpirit and pride in —_ 
A themſelves, 
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(1). 
Behold you 


RULERS. 


And hearken proud 


MEN 


WOMEN 


W ho have let in the ſpirit of the 
world into your hearts, whereby 
you are lifted up in the earth, 


hear what Truth ſaith, 


VE have ks Riches, and you ſeek worldly 


WI: 


Glory, an evill covetouſneſſe to your ſelves ; and 

cheſe Idols being ſet up in your hearts to be wor- 
ſhipped, you rage and wonder why the children 

light will not worſhip your Gods you have ſet up, and 

Pal own 'before the glory of the World in you, fo you 
| are angry; but why are you ſo blind to- think that ſuch 
who have denied to bow to the ſame ſpirit and pride in 
A __ themſelves, 
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' themſelves, and have (through the Croſſe ) obtained 
power from above to caſt out the ſame 'dols our of their 
own hearts, and can'they bow to them in another ; nay, 
the day is come, and the children of light have found che 
living God to worthip, and there 1s nine b&lides him to 
us, and now in vain is the Idol predthedyz we cannor 
worſhip with you, however yott be tormented, it is of God- bd 
to fanuſh the worlds Idols 3 and he alone will be worſhip- - 
ed whois mighty to ſave, what have we'to do any more 
with Idolatry, pride cannot ſaveus, nor can the worlds. 
| glory preſerve 1n the hour of gemptationgfFfiough we ſhould 
| bow therers; we cannot truftin uncertajm piches, nor may 
we take counſel! atlver or gold, flocks oxheards, we have 
proved your Idols, and know what is in them, and we have 
tound them deſtroyers and nor Saviours; whatever yeur 
glory promiſes you (who moſt ſeek it) we know 1n its righe 
hand 1s a lye, flattery, and fallbood, and all who loves it 
comes thort of the glory of Gad, humiligy is our glory, and 
he is our Saviour, who ſaith, learn of me for I am lowly, ” 
and ye ſhall find reſt for your ſoules, and this we have pro- 
ved, and we find his words truth, and all loftineſſe a lye; 
fo having found the trath, the truth hath made us free, free 
from pride, free from vain-glory; free froni that ſpirit-that 
pucs it on,and would haye it worſhipped, free fromthe man- 
ner of the Gentiles, who exercife Lord{tip in that nature 
which is our of the light and do&rine of Chriſt. 

So the truth having made us free, in that liberty we ſtand | 
faſt, and may nor be intangled again with your yoke of bon- | 
dage, nor Þs manners-of che Gentilesz and then, ygu v4 
its our pride and ftubbornneſfle, and many ſuch accuſayghs | 
you caſt on us; alas what darkneſle 1s this, and how have P 
you loft your judgement, what 1s Maxgecai become proniter 
than'Haman, with you ? is he prays who denies to worſhip. | 
pride, and hethar woyld beywortbipped free}. 5s, not.cHis co. | 
put light for darknefle, and darkneile for light, cocandemn | 
the innocent to hide. the offendei?, come down to that of | 


Godin your conſciences, and let that judge, and let pride 
| be 
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be ſeen and aſhamed Ws ©. and then you plead Scrip- 
ture and ſay, Let every foule be ſubje& to the higher pow- 
er, and beſubje& toevery ordinance of min tar the Lords 
lake, &c, Nowrhis we {ay allo and own the Scriptures, bur 
mans pride is.not the higher power; in humilicy we find a 
power above pride, higher chan oppreſſion, bigher than 
mens wills, higher than che luſts of the eye, yea higher than 
all chat in man would exalt againtt ir ; G we deny the 
lower, that we may ſubje@& our ſelves to that which excel- 
leth, which is ordained of God, and to every ordinance of 


' man are weſubje& for the Lords ſake ; bur ſhould we bow 


to the ſpirit of pride, we ſhould betray the Lord, and give 
his honour co another, and that is not for. the Lords ſake, 
and what is againft him for his ſake we denie, and with him 
ſuffer under it, as witnefſes for him againſt it, ſo we give 
Czſar his due, and honour to whom it belongs, bur all 
glory and worſhip to God alone, to whom it is due. 

But youſay, that worſhip we plead for is Civil,not Reli- 
gious, but where do you read in Scripture of civil worſhip? 
we find, honour all men in the Lord, and that which is in 
the Lord, is Religious; and that which is not in the Lord 
is Idolatrous, is there any thing honourable in man but the 
Image of God which is "on » he that worſhips where 
that is not, worſhips the beaſt, or that which is worſe, the 
Devil, and if any bow to that of God in man, how comes 
it not £o be religious? and yet you ſay for conſcience ſake, 
and not religious, ſo your 4iſtinfions will not gain wor- 
ſhip from them who knows God and his Image, and the 
beaſt and his image in their ſeverall appearances, and by 
this are they known for ever, he that's from above ſeeks 
not honour from man, , but that honour whichis af God 
alone; Gods preſence in him makes him. honourable in the 


hearts of all that loves God, ſo God gives him grace, and 
glory, and honour, but the other muſt have none from 
ar f , who abides not in that which is honowable , 


and ſo becomes as the beaſt ſeeking honour by force 


from ſuch as . he hath power over, and 'rages if he 


A2 cannot 
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cannot have it, and this nacure hath no right to it, 
though the falſe Prophet joyn with him to plead forit, who 
muſt into the lake rogerher; and all. that worſhip the beaſt 
and his Image, muſt drink of the wine of che wrath of 
God, powred our without mixture, as ſaith the Scripture. 
So you that are in place to rule , and ſeek for ho- 
nour, ſeek firſt that which is honourable, and none 
can hold you from honour, and know it 1s the pift 
of God onely to ſuch as honour him, and not chem- 
ſelves; ſeek that glory and honour thar hath immor= 
talicy and eternall life, which is obtained of God by 
continuance in well doing; ſrcek humility that goes 
before honour , exalt juſtice , ſet up righteouſneſſe 
and truth in judgement, hold forth Gods ſword to 
all people under you, and not your-own wills, with- 
out reſpe& of perſons, then you honour God, and 
he will honour you, ſeek firſt the Kingdome of God, 
that he may rule in your own hearts, over your 
Pride, over your paſſion, over luſt, over covetouſneſle, 
over reſp:t& of perſons, and over all unrighteouſneſſe, 
ſo ſhall you ſer up the higher power in you, for every 
ſoule ro be ſubje& to, which chat of God in every 
conſcience ſhall anſwer to, then are you Miniſters of 
God, and he ſhall adde to you that honour which is 
of God, which is ſpirituall, which is immortall, binding 
every conſcience and ſoule in- ſubje&ion. to your autho- 
rity, which all char reſiſt receive damnation to themſelves, 
and this is religious and an ordinance of God, and re- 
ccives notics honour from man, but from God alone, who 
hath ever honoured holy men and women that ruled for 
God with God, as you may read in the Scriptures, 
who never needed to ſcek it from men while they 
retained God; but Saul when God wa : departed 
from him , through covetouſneſſe and diſobedience, 
cryed , Hoour me before thepzople, who had loit the 
kingdom of God, had loſt his honour, had loſt that which 
binds the conſcience, and to which the ſoule is tobe 
ſubje&, 
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ſubje&, who cryed, HonoC - before the People, from 
whom God was departed, who had deparced from God, 
who ſought honor to himſelf without God, the Kingdom 
of God being rent from him, his honor departed : So you 
that would have Honor, ſeek God, and retain him, ex» 
alt his Kingdom in your hearts, and he wil! add honor 
thereto; bur if you be diſobedient, and your own ſouls 
be not ſubje& to the higher Power, then another power 
rules, to which the righteous ſoul cannot ſubje& for con- 
ſcience ſake; then gets up he that's out of Gods Kingdom, 
and cries honor me before the people. 

And this is he that ſought Davids life, and ſeeks the life 
of hisſeed, who is diſobedient, who is covetous, who is 
greedy of Honor, who is a murderer, who keeps not the 
Word of God, nor abode in the Truth, to keep down 
Pride and vain glory ; then the falſe Prophet cries worthip 
this; ſoſuch as be out of the Faith of Chriſt, diſobedienc 
co the Law cf God, and in reſpeC& of Perſons; ſuch as be 
Flatterers, Lyars, Scorners, Fighters, Sners, Drunkards, 
Swearers, and ſuch as be out of the Kingdom of God, 
whoſe ſouls are not ſubjeGt co the higher power for conlci- 
ence ſake , ſuch bow and worſhip with putting off Hars,and 
bowing of the knee co the perſon , bur the ſonl of ſuch is 
nor ſubje& to the Poyer that is of God for conſcience ſake; 
yertfuch is the darkneſs of many Rulers, as to account this 
ſubje&ion to Authority, while ſuch whole ſouls do truly 


bowto the Puwer of Righteouſneſs, Juſtice, and equity, 


where ever it is, Without flattering where it 1s not, are 
condemned for unmannerlinecſs, diſorder, and ſutfer as dif- 
obedient to Authority; bur to chat of God in every Con- 
ſcience do we appear, whether ſuch ſouls exalt the Power 


which is of God, andſeek his honor, or their own, an ſo 


as you honor God, with God ſhall you be hondred; . bur 
ſeek it as eagerly as you will withouc him it will flee from 
you, though tlattery you may obtain, which will corrupt 
your judgment, and let in upon you everlaſting diſhonor. 


Wherefore turn to the Lord with. your whole hearts, and 
feck. 
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ſeck fiis Glory alone, that {« may pnt upon you his Spiric 
of humility, and righceons Judgment, thac you may be co» 
vered therewith, as with a Garment, ſo ſhall you freely 
have our ſouls ſubjeRion, which now in ſecret mourns for 
you with Prayers and tearsbefore (od, and openly ſuffers 
under you for a telt-mony againſt you, and now you that 
are not in. place to rule and feeks ro be worlhipped of us , 
what is it you would have us bew to, in you, or upon you ? 
Gladly would we ſee humility appear in you, and behold 
you covered with the Spirit of God, that in our fouls we 
might ſubje& therets, and ſoin the Lord honor you z bur 
ſhould ve bow to your Gold and Silver Lace, your coſtly 
Apparel, or Earthly Riches? To that of God in you all 
we appear, if we ſhould not worſhip Idols, and break the 
Law of Gad, for which doing how {hould we be exculed 
before God at the day of account , let ſuch as fear God 
more than man, judg, 


F. N, 


O You Rulers and Teachers of theſe Nations, to which 
Chriſt, Jeſus hath ſhewed ſo muck favor as to honor 
theſe Nations with his firſt appearance now after ſo long a 
night; and that fro hence the Sun-rile of Righteouſneſs 
ſhould ſhine forth in clearneſs to the world over the head of 
all Idolatry,. falſe Werſhips, corrupt Laws, violence and 
oppreſſion, and all the numberleſs namber of vain cuſtoms, 
pride and excels, in which the whole world lies in wicked- 
neſs, and with which the Holy pure One is burdened, and 
hath been grieved theſe many yeers, againſt which he is 
now ariſen in many of his Servants openly to declare, not 

only here, butin moſt parts of the World, and {hould you 
be the men now to ſet your ſelves againſt this work by evil 
intreating ſ{uch as are called thereto, and are found there- 
in, nor doth your Teachers go about it themſelves; what 
will you anſwer the Lord to theſe things? is there no need 


of 


Mm 
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of this work at home or abroad # Is your ſtreets and mar- 
kets cleer, and your worſhips pure * Where can the pure 


'eye of God look out, and not behold iniquity and provoca- 


tion? do you look for his coming, and-evil intreat his 
ſervants. whom he ſends ro prepare his way-before him? 
Would you have him to find you as Sodom at his coming, ? 
If you ſee theſe evils abound in the World, why do you ſet 
your ſelves againit ſuch as call ro Repentance where theſe 
things moſt abound? Is your Streets and Temples prepa= 
red for the pure Goto walk and be worſhiped in with de. 
light, when a mortal man who hath but modeſty in his 
face cannot bchold bur be grieved with the excels of vani- 
ty and deceit ſhining openly therein? 1s the way Prepared 
in your ſtreets & Temples for the Lamb, when a Lyon can- 
not paſs for Briars & Thorns,and other fruitleſs Trees tea- 
ring, and haling, and bruiſing ? Did you love him in ruth 
you would alſo hate that which would grieve his holy ſpi- 
Tit at his coming in your ſelves, and in others, and you 
would hinder none that come in his Name who ſeek to make 
an end of tin, ſeeing nothing ele hinders his appearance, 
nor hath cauſed his departur# from the children of men; 
and you that call your ſelves Miniſters of Chriſt, had not 
the ſpirit of {lumber poſleſſed you this would be your work; 
did the holy Spirit dwell in your Houſes, and look our at 
your windows, you could not be filent cill you had driven 
Iniquity intoa corner, and made Pride to bluſh, and Ly- 
ing, ſwearing, andall curſed ſpeaking afraid to utter its 
voyce in the ſtreets, that the pure eye might bleſs you, 
and the holy one delighrco wall in the open ſtreets of your 
greateſt Meetings 3 ſhould not this be the work of the Mini- 
ſters of Righteouſneſs, and Meſſengers of Chrilt Jeſus, ra- 
ther thanto petition the Rulers of the World againſt ſuch 
as are found in this'work, to the utmoſt of your power, 
hindering it both at honie and abroad, neither going a- 
bout ic yourſelves, nox lyftering chem chat would; were 
you ſeen. to Þe diligent in this work, you ſhould appear to 
be ſuch Servants as truly -wait for your Loxds "—_— in 

| . Peace, 


Peace, and not in Wrath, -and that yon had received the 
earneſt of the Spirit which travels for the delivering of the 
Creation from the bondage of Corruption, and the glori- 
ous Liberty of the Sons of Goo, and the Joy and Peace of 
the King of Righteouſneſs at his coming over the whole 
World. 
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Theſe was Written in Oliver Cromwels Time, to him, his 
Rulers and Teachers, and publiſhed, and the former of 
them then printed, and now reprinted, 


THE END. 


—_— —— 


| LONDON: 
Printed for Thomas Simmons, at the Sign of the Bn!! and 
Mouth near Alderſgate, 1660 
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